
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Create Your Own Ostomachion (Bone Battle) game 

 

1) Copy the 14 shapes below onto a sheet of squared paper.  Use 
a ruler and a pencil and count the squares very carefully! 
Note:  If you don’t have squared paper you could draw a 12cm 
x 12cm square onto a sheet of plain paper. 

2) Colour the shapes in. Use patterns and shading to make sure 
each shape is different. 

3) Carefully cut out each shape. 

You will need: 
• Squared paper (plain will do) 
• Ruler 
• Colouring pencils 
• Scissors 

How to play Ostomachion 
• Mix the 14 pieces up. 
• Try and rebuild the square as quickly as you can using all 14 pieces. 
• Time yourself, or race against a friend. 

Or 
• Try and make the coloured figures shown on the right. 
• Who can make them the fastest?  Can you make up any more? 

 
 

The Ancient Greek mathematician Archimedes is believed to have created this puzzle, although 
nobody knows for sure!  The pieces were made from animal bone.  Ancient Greek for ‘bone’ = ‘osteon’, 

and for ‘battle’ = ‘machion’, therefore the puzzle became known as Ostomachion. 


